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How Cardinal Mercier's Heroism Fits inWith American Idealism
Powerful Personality of Belgian Prelate, Who Combines Attributes of Ascetic

and Soldier, Strikes Responsive Chord in Hearts of People Here
His Wonderful War Work Reviewed and Characteristic Traits

Described by One Who Has Known Him Many Years

Sister Mary Ignatius. O'Kava-nag- h

is an Irish nun of the Sisters
of the Christian Doctrine and has
spent the greater part of her life
in Belgium, where she was edu-
cated. She as in a convent in
the city of Louvain when the war
with Germany broke out, and with
many others was driven from the
city after the German: armies had
burnt and sacked the city. She re-
turned a few weeks later and re-

mained in Louvain until late in
the autumn of 1914, when she ob-

tained a passport through the
German lines with the aid of a
German sister, and came to the
United States.

Sister Ignatius came to this
'country on the authorization of
Cardinal Mercier as head of the
Deo Gratias Work of Mercy, a
fund for the protection and aid of
the women of Belgium, who lost
everything they owned during the
German invasion. She has been
intimately acquainted with Car-
dinal Mercier since 1886, and was
associated closely Wth him .in the
work of mercy that followed the
invasion of the German armies.
The intimate sketch of his char-
acter which follows is based on
knowledge acquired by more than
thirty years of friendship with
the great Belgian prelate.

By SISTER MARY IGNATIUS
O'KAVANAGH.

powerful personality of

TUB Mercier evidently ap-

peals to the American people.

.This Is natural. Their Idealism
draws them Instinctively to what
Is great, strong and fearless. Does
the history of the world present many
flne embodiments of these qualities
than ore to be. seen in this glorious
old man who, during fifty-tw- o long
months of captivity and persecution,
sustained the morale of his people? A
true "Flemish Lion." he fought for
their rights--

The first thunder of the German
guns found Cardinal Mercier so ut-

terly fearless in the struggle for his
people that a most strange rumor got
credence in the slums of Mallnes. The
people had nevep known in him but
the kind friend accessible to all, ready
to help his children In every difficulty.
The gentle old man whose tall, fragile
flguro was so often seen in the slums
chatting with .tho poor, they could not
carve Into tho hero unmatched in mod-

ern times. They had never discovered
fnnuim the fighter should I nqt say,
rather, the lioness whose young h'aa
been attacked? How could they, in
happy, peaceful little Belgium, that
had not an enemy on earth? All
through tho Cardinal's battle against
the heartrending deportation of his
peoplcrthero was In his attitude an ab-

solute fearlessness that seemed un-
canny.

Protected ly IIIm Courngc.
The protection this very fearless-

ness afforded him enhanced his mag-
ical Influence proved a psychological
effect to deter the Huns from doing
him personal violence. These were
facts that his people did not at first
understand. So rumor maliciously
whispered: "Tho Cardinal is in secret
connivance with the Germans! If
not, would he still be alive? Thou-
sands have been court-martial- and
shot for things a hundred times less
offensive to the enemy than what he
says and does every day. Could any
human being be so entirely regard-
less of personal danger? For hlra no
menace seems to exist. Had he not
some secret understanding with the
Huns they would surely have taken
his life the first day ho began fighting
them with his back to the wall."

This charge could not have sprung
from Ingratitude. The people wcro
puzzled by his almost superhuman
strength and unselfishness. Nerve-racke- d,

half starved, beside them-
selves with grief at seeing their loved
ones dragged Into slavery, their poor
distraught minds were ready for a
while to glvo credence to even so in-

sane a report as this, Was it secretly
spread by the Germans themselves to
bring their dauntless opponent Into
disrepute among his own, thus .les-
sening his hold upon them? Would
not such Intriguo be quite In keeping
with German mentality German
methods as they have been revealed
to the world during tho war? For-
tunately, the cloud soon vanished.
The people's old love for their faith-
ful shepherd and their entire trust
in him promptly returned. But while
the suspicion lasted, how sorely was
wrung tho loving and singularly sensi-
tive heart of tho great Cardinal.

A great charm of his Eminence is
his keen sense of humor. Most hear-
tily ha enjoys a gorfd Joke. A remark-
ably rapid thinker, he is noted for
the wit and promptitude of his repar-
tee. One who knows him well has re-
marked: "He has a special gift for
silencing his opponents without ever
wounding their feelings he simply
takos their breath away. Hut the wit
that leaves them without a word to
answer, pleases, la keenly relished.
This raro gift, that only a brilliant
intellect combined with a warm heart
can possess, won him the admiration
even of the Anti-Cleric- al Socialists.
Long tefore the war they had ceased
attacking him."

Tfutau, huvveVul', in hi dealings with
the Huns! Little he cared to temper
for them the hot blast of his wit I

His words of firo swept over them,
scathing, scorching. Their souls must
have cowered beneath his gaza and
the majesty of a wrath that evoked
visions of the I'rophets of old. But
ottener still it was a cleverly veiled
sarcasm that made them wince. A
mere gesture of his was sometimesenough to petrify tho enemy Into u.

This incident will illustrate:On day several peopls came run- -

nlntr to htm in the street,' saying that
a German soldier had Just arrested a
priest This priest, it seems, bad res-
cued a girl whom a soldier sought to
molest, and in tho struggle he had
struck tho Hun.

"Whero is he.7" demanded the Car-
dinal.

"In tho guardhouse," replied one of
the people. "They said they would
hoot him."

Went to-- the GanrChoaae.
To tbe guardhouso tho long, swift

strides of tho Cardinal soon brought
him. With folded arms the tall figure
stood for a moment on the threshold,
his blazing eyes sweeping over the
dense and noisy crowd until they
rested on the object of his search.
There a priest stood against the wall
at the. furthest end of tbe bis hall,
awaiting the bullet that was to end
his days. All at once the presence of
tho fearless old man was noted and
every head turned round. A sudden
silence fell upon the uniformed rabble.
Not a word'lld' the Cardinal say. He
raised his, right hand and with, his long
forcflngor .beckoned to the. priest to
come to him. Back the soldiers fell to
the right and left, and up through the

ins

long lune their prisoner marched and
not one of them' moved or uttered a
word as followed his pastor to
safety.

Such spiritual heroism as Cardinal
Mercier has displayed since begin-
ning of the war has been Tarely
equalled in the world's history. With
his country lying stark and silent at
his feet, this prelate dared to step
forth, one puny voice against the
might of the Central Powers, raising
his volco In protest against the unjust
devastation around him. After the
sacking of Louvain and the destruc-
tion of her his alma mater,
with tho priceless library therein, the
great Cardinal's human heart well
nigh broke. It may be that the pas-
sionate prayer o this latter day saint
was answered by the Inspiration of
that famous pastoral letter which af-
terward shook' the world with the
strength of Its pleading. At any rate,
Christendom has listened breathlessly
ever since to each word Cardinal Mer-
cier has publicly uttered, sure of Its

truthful origin.
Only a nature formed from a com-

bination of the ascetic and tho soldier
could dare speak at such a time and
In such a manner as has this coura-
geous prelate And yet the Cardinal Is
not a young man. Born In 1851, he Is
far from 'being either 'youthful In ap.

'pearance or strong in physique. Tall
and thin, be Is -- tho ascetic in every
lineament. Yet of his physical and
moral bravery there have been few
peers in history. It is related of. him
that on a morning when ho was driv-
ing In his automobile along the streets
of a neighboring village a little girl
ran directly In tho path of the ma-
chine. Instantly the Cardinal shouted
to tho driver to swervo from the road,
though In the fulfilling of this com-
mand tho chauffeur was obliged to
bead for a high stone wall. The Car-
dinal was thrown cpt and suffered

severe lacerations to his head and
face. Whoa condoled with subse-
quently ho remarked, with fervor that
his injuries were a real source of Joy,
inasmuch as through thenf tho child's
life was saved. His first word on re-
covering consciousness after tho acci-
dent wasr "What about tho llttlogirl?"

Strength and. Srraatnem Combined.
His personal character la a demon-

stration off Samson's famous kiddle
strength and aweetnew .combined In
one Forttter- - et suavlUr. Both are
revealed fn his face a surely striking
one,! The- high and very broad fore-
head, tho strong nose, the delicate Jaw,
the wonderfully sweet and gracious
smile are features that rivet attention.
Dominating. Illuminating, transfiguring
his whole countenance am eyes so
deeply spiritual of expression that in-
stinctively one realizes this man
knows God.

The rare force of h!s intellect was
well known before circumstances re-
vealed this many sided man from
other Vlewpojnts; Ho was barely 30
when the esgje-ey- e of Pope- - Leo XIII.
singled him 'out for the formidable
task --of reviving; tho philosophy of the
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MERCIER, ARCHBISHOP ALINES, BALTIMORE
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university,

Inextinguishably

thirteenth century and applying it to
modern science. Needless tb say, hu-
man nature being ns it 1?, this dis-

tinction awoke undying Jealousies.
Here, perhaps, for tho first time were
his strength and gentleness seriously
put to tho test. Never once has. he
been known to whisper a against
those whoso antagonism must havo
made him suffer keenly. Many have
sought frequently, and In different
ways, to elicit from him even a mild
criticism of the behavior of his oppo-
nents. Ever on tho alert In tho prac-
tise of charity, without seeming to no-
tice the snare, he invariably detects
it and cleverly turns the conversation
to other matters. v

In every act of his private life Car-
dinal Mercier Is d man who lives up
to tho spirit of the" Gospel. Before
preaching It, he practises perfection.
That all his priests should do Ukewlse
Is his most ardent wish. A few years
before the war he came across the

of the saintly Father Chev-rle- r,

who died In Lyons, France, some
twenty-fiv- e years ago. Recognizing in
this holy man the true type of the eec-ul- ar

prleHt of our own times, he at
oncoN bought, out of his own slendir
means, a whole edition. To each one
of tho 2, COO priests of his d'ocese he
presented a copy, urging them to
model their lives on that of Father
phovrlor second St. YlncenL U
Paul In his love for the poor and tho
outcast.

He usually spends about six weeks
of the summer preaching retreats to
his clergy. They gather at his sem-
inary In Mallnes In batches of three
hundred and fifty. During all this
time, no matter how great may bo his
fatigue, ho Is at their disposal from
morning until night.

In order to fill the ranks of his
clergy so sadly depleted a home by
murder and at the front by Ocrqan

shells the Cardinal has Inaugurated
a measuro which, I fancy, is unique.
Ho has opened a special seminary for
men of rlpo age pious, unmarried
men who are. willing to devote them
selves In the priesthood to the present
needs of their fellow countrymen. The
most elemental studies needed for tho
conscientious fulfillment of their
sacerdotal duties Is all the Cardinal re-

quires of these devoted souls.
Ho keeps in touch with every one

of his priests. That he may know
them all from tho outset he has one
student from his seminary to break-
fast with htm every morning. Each
has his turn. That ha expects his
priests to llvo up to a very high, ideal
is no secret. When ha returned; from
Roma In Sontember. 1914. -- after tho
election of Pope Benedict XV, ho--

found that his clergy had deemed, it
necessary for safety to let thelrftearda
grow and to exchange the cosqocl: for
secular dress. The mere fact of their
belnar priests had proved fatal to many
of their brethren. The Cardinal
promptly expressed a wish that they
should resume their habitual appear-
ance.

"Every sheep of the flock should. In

case of need, be able to distinguish
them as priests. No word of comfort
or encouragement In the dire distress
that had befallen them should remain
unspoken merely to save tho life of a
nrlnul.. It wn hnvA t'n rilA tt nut. maa- -' - w " kvw- -

CARDINAL of M ARRIVING AS GUESTof GIBBONS

ho

the

word

b-
iography,

pie. why, let us dlo for them and let-t-

there be no more about it'
This was his advice. Ho made It

clear that he did not Impose his will
In this matter. Ho presumed that the
nerves of some might be too unstrung
by the wholesale massacres of civil-
ians they had seen and wero still wit-
nessing every day. But though he
left them entirely free, without flinch-
ing they all rallied to his call. Who
would not follow such a leader?

Like it Call From God.
A call from one of his priests In

need Is to him like a call from God.
Late one bitterly cold evening about
two winters ago a secret message
reached him. A priest was dying In a
village about twelve miles off and was
anxious to speak to the Cardinal. No
trains, no trolley cars were running,
save for tho Gormans; no horses re-
mained In the country; his motor had
long since been taken from him. But
to him no lack of transportation could
be an excuse for delay. At onco ho
started oq foot, ministered to the dying
man and after closing his eyes took
to the road again. So in the morning
after nearly a whole night's tramp his
usual hour for celebrating mass found
him at the altar.

That day before noon the citizens of
Mallnes were subjected to nn enor-
mous fine. They were punished becauso
tho Cardinal had gone beyond tho city
limits without a passport It would
iMva taken him fully two days to ob-Ut- a.

the passporL Promptly and
proudly did tho Impoverished citizens
pay their Cardinal must ba free to
come and go were they to be punished
a hundred times for It. O little. Bel- -
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glum, no wonder you have won the
hearts of all civilized nations!

Cardinal Mcrcleifs love for the poo?
Is deep and strong. By sharing In
their privations he feels himself drawn
still nearer to Christ and to' them. His
prlvata life Is one of austere indigence
A couple of years before the war
broke out Mallnes was startled by a
word that flew around the city: "No
servant girl In a decent family would
be given so shabby a room to sleep in'
as that of our .Cardinal." The fact is,
an electrician having to place some
wires In tho Archbishop's house was
obliged to puss through the Cardinal's
bedroom. Struck with Its utter sim-
plicity and being alone, he took the
liberty to Inspect it a small roam
with whitewashed walls, a cheap Iron
cot, no springs to it, only planks on
which lay a sack filled with straw;
two kitchen chairs of unvarnished
deal, a clothes press and a woshstand
of the same coarse material; curtain-les- s

windows; not a rug on the bare,
unpointed floor.

Such was the room of thfe Cardinal
a Prince of the Church. The Arch-

bishop's Palaco contains a stately
apnrtment for each of his Suffragan
Bishops always ready to ' receive
them. Why did he assign this room
to himself? No need to ask did not
Chrlsfsay He had not a stone whereon
to lay His head? Did He not say:
"Go, sell whatsoever thou hast and
give to the poor and thou shalt have
treasure in heaven; and follow me."
(Mark x. 21.) Cardinal Mercier a
follower or Christ follows Him closely
indeed..

There is not a shadow of ostenta-
tion In this practice of povorty Holy
Poverty as the Church calls it a vir-
tue that has been dear to all tho
saints. Absolute sincerity is stamped'
on every word and deed of this truly
great man as simple as p. child with
all his greatness. A fewv lines from
the Rev. Father Stillmans In his llt- -

I i, , u . J . 1 . ... . .
"-- "

111 uttuiufcry, i.iv, ucfiiivMiea mm iruiy.
"Cardinal Mercier," he says, "is a
wonderful man familiar with the
greatest problems, yet concerned with
the smallest details; honored as few
men have been, yet simple as a child;
working from early morning until far
Into the plght, yet always having time
to listen to every one. He Is known
to the whole of Belgium as a living
saint kindnosa and readiness personi-
fied."

Needless to say the fare of such a
man la of tho humblest as many a
chance guest has discovered. Ono diy,
shortly after he became Archbishop,
two priests from a part of the coun-
try where good fish is rare happened
to call on htm just as he was sitting
down to dinner. He Invited them to
share his meal, It was Friday. As
they crossed the threshold one whis-
pered to the other: "Say wa'ro in
luck a dainty fish dinner!" To their
surpriso tho meuu consisted of pea
soup, pqtatoes and "stockfish," ,that is,
dried cod, the cheapest and commonest
fish on tho Belgian market For des-
sert a "(arte aux prunes," a, coarse,
heavy prune pie relished by the Bel- -'
gtan worklngman. To crown the feast
water only was on the table until the
Cardinal ordered beer for his two
guests.

Now when a Bolglan family has
fallen Into the direst poverty Its case
la not stated In detail all that peonle
say to express the worst is, "lis
bolvent de I'eau!" (They drink
water!) The universal drink, with
a large percentage of exquisite and
costly wines, Is beer.Jhe mild Belgian
beer that can intoxicate no' one, la.

1.,

deed, the well known wine cellars of
Belgium were tho grand, prize .prom--lse- d

to the German soldiery before
they crossed the frontier. Nor were

.they slow to begin looting them! STon
began streaming Jnto Germany long
processions of trains all loaded with
bottles, the store of generations. Car
dinal Mercier, though not 'a teetotaler,
seldom tastes, either wine or beer. To
his ordinary guests, however, he usu-
ally Offers the latter. Yet his hos-
pitality Is most generous, 'Often quite
munificent.

Of tho latter sort the following In-
cident gives a touching proof. A
group of working girls from the
"Minlmes," Louvain, wero entertained
by His Eminence. The occasion was
this. A religious of that convent
had created tho exquisite "Louvain
embroidery,." a revival and modern-
ization of the oldest of all artistic
needlework, a thing that fell Into
oblivion when modern lace came into
being three or four centuries ago. This
highly artistic revival was awarded
tho gold medal at tho World's Fair
held in Ghent in 1913. Both employers
and employees were anxious that their
beloved Cardinal should be the first to
possess a specimen of the Industry.
Their hearts In their fingers, they
set to work. In a few months they
presented him with a rochet that
looked "as if It had drifted out of
fairyland.

Then came arf'lnvltatlon to all the
girls who had brought Into existence
so dainty a creation to assist at tho
Cardinal's mass the first time he wore
their masterpiece. With the invita-
tion came a munificently generous
bank note to defray the expenses of
tho Journey. He celebrated mass for
them. In his private chapel, after
which he seated them himself at an
almost sumptuous breakfast laid out
In ono of the state reception rooms.
Hero again his big, tender heart showed
Itself. He had said mass in a black
catsock, but wishing those poor girls
to harvest from their work all pos-
sible pleasure he came to them after
breakfast wearing their loco over his
scarlet silk robes.

A cry of delight and surprise broko
from them. They crowded round him,
each one finding o'ufand showlng-ht-
tho "motifs" she had worked he ques-
tioned them as to how they had pro-
duced Buch a marveL. Never had the
delicate, filmy fabric appeared to them
so lovely as now In the light of his
admiration. Thcro he stood a father
with his children, chatting with them,
turning from sldo to side to let each
ono see hor section In the best light

Its perfection enhanced by the
beauty of the scarlet silk.
. Then ho allowed them to roam
through the house, a State owned
building worthy of the long line of
princely prelates it had sheltered. Lit-
tle, dldljo dream how forgotten they
soon would be In the lustre of his own
gloryj Before dismissing tho girls,
after) their long ,vlslt, ho gave to
each his picture, a largo photograph
on which he wrote 1ier name and a
blenslmr for her nnd hr family over
hls'slgnatura.

Funernla for Poor Bali.es.
Another Instanco of his love for the

poor Is soen In an organization he
started shortly before the war. One
day, wandering In the slums of Brus-
sels, he met a little coffin being car-
ried to the cemetery without any sem-
blance of Christian respect for the
dead. On Inquiry, ho discovered that
in general the poor shunned the ex-
pense o.f a religious funeral for their
llttl ones. It was short work for the

Cardinal to organize means of in-

ducing the children of the "upper
classes" to bury the babies of the
poor. A circular sent at once to the
paying school of every parish ex-
plained tho plan and requested that
girls and boys, from 11 to 14 years, bo
formed into groups of twelve, with
one of their .number elected

Two or three times a week a mes-
sage from the City Hall or from the
parish priest acquaints these young
leaders with tho addresses and loca-
tion of the deceased children. At
hours prearranged so us not to Inter-
fere with "school duty tho little leaders
summon their followers. Carrying a

Cardinal Mercier

Mercier his full
I name Is Deslro Fellclen Fran- -

colse Joseph Mercier was born
on November 22, 1851, in tho Belgian
village of Brainc-l'Alleu- d, only a few
miles from Waterloo, For many years
before the beginning of tho war tho
great Belgian prelate was famous 'In
ecclesiastical circles for his vast In-

tellectual attainments, and when the
German armies invaded Belgium -- he
became one of tho best known and

figures of tho world. Ho
worked with tho utmost zeal through-
out tho German occupation to lessen
tho terrors of tho Invasion and to
keep the fires of faith nnd cournge
alive In the hearts of his people. Ills
defiance of tho German military gov-

ernors reached a climax when he
Issued, In tho latter part o 1914, tho
wonderful pastoral letter which has
become ono of tha most famous docu-
ments of history, and In which ho
Instructed his priests and his people
thaKIrt tholr inner souls they owed
the Germnn governor "neither attach-
ment nor obedience."

But any ono at all familiar with
tho ecclesiastical history of Belgium
was not surprised that the voice of
Belgium's Cardinal should be heard
crying out against the Invader nnd
defying the might of Germany.
Throughout the centuries the great
clergymen of Belgium have been the
heralds of patriotism and the chnm-plo-

of liberty. Austria, France and
Prussia In other years were defied
and resisted by Cardinal Franken-ber- g,

and tho celebrated Bishop of
Ghent Prince do Brdglle oppofjed
Napoleon tho Third, and later King
William of Holland. Both of them
died In exile, because they could not
bo deterred from their duty by threata
or by Each of them
Issued letters of much the sumo tenor
ns the famous pastoral letter which
made Cardinal Mercler's noma a
household word throughout tho civi-
lized world.

Alvraya a Hnrd Worker,
Cardinal Mercier has been a hard

and indefatigable worker all his life,
and long beforo he becamd Cardinal
was known to tho ontlrn world of
philosophy and telence. In nppear-anc- o

he Is tall and slender, tho per-
sonification of tho ascetic, and thoso
who have known him for say
that his life conforms to this model
In every respect, and Is simple, even
severe. In the whole of Belgium he
is known as a living saint, gentle and
kindly, and always ready to do what-
ever lies In his power to lessen the
trials of his people. He holds a very
special Jove for America and the peo-
ple of Amerlcil and has paid great
tribute to tbe ioldle of the United

bier draped In a pall of bluo or whits
silk, these, children go to tho hous, ofmourning tho girls fetch their UUh
Cead. Bisters, th boys their Witbrothers. Thoy tko tho llttlo cofflu
and, replacing each other by groups of
four, they rcspsctfiiljy carry it on thely
shoulders to the. church, the sorrowing
parenta following.

When tho bodies of all tho children
who have died within tho lost forty-eig- ht

hours aro gathered round the
altar tho priest performs tho funeral
rltes-y- by order of tho Qordlnal ra.tultously. Tho bodies of children who
have died of a contagious dlscaS8 or
who come from an lnfoctk;d houso are
not approached hy theso little burial
clubs, other measures being, taken for
their Christian burial. Admission to
theso groups la a reward for studious,
ncss and good behavior, as a punish-
ment only Is It withdrawn. The par-
ents pf theso children almost Inva-
riably consider tho being cho3cn for bo
beautiful an act of brotherly love an
to nor for their boys and .glrls.

Ono of tho Cardinal's objects In es.
tabllshlng this practlco was to draw
the, social ranks still doner together,
for he is quite ns democratic as ths
IOng himself. Indeed, It Is safe to eay
ho la all, democratic. Though thte ad
cilrablo practlco camo into exlstencs
only a few months beforo the war the
Cardinal's, ebjeqt seemed to be on tha
bJgh road to attainment. Tho children
who visited the home of the poor man
in his hour of sorrow uro generally
anxious to return there. In many
cases, as I have been assured, the Ilnlc
forged at tho bedside o( a dead child
was ripened early into friendship.

Gift of nn AtonioIilIe.
Before tho Germans came and took

from tbe Belgians everything worth!

taUlntf Cardinal Mercier had an o,

a present given him by a
wealthy friend. Thlswas a source of
Treat saving- - tb him, both In tune and

money. In Belgium a Cardinal takes,
rank as a Prince of Blood Royal; h
stands next to tho King. But honors
are sometimes costly. Etiquette im-

poses upon him many obligations. For
Instance, when travelling ho la sup-

posed to be alone with his sulto In a
railway coach; consequently he has to
pay for all the scats, even when h

Long Before War Broke Out
CARDINAL

outstanding

Imprisonment

1 may have with him only his prlvata
secretary. Then at tho stations wher
he enters and leaves tho train he Is ex-

pected o tip each employee with a
2 franc piece. Of course, they spring
up like mushrooms ajl over the place.
The station. master and each of(hls as-

sistants must havo a 5 franc piece.
When h uses the royal state coach,
always at hla disposal, all of tho tips
have to be in gold.

'
Theso details not being generally

known, the- .tender souls of the anti-

clerical Socialists were deeply dissat-

isfied when the Cardinal accepted a
motor car. The Cardinal taking his
ease In an automobile Instead of

trudging about on foot like the work-

ing folk! The sinful luxury of a m-
otor for --a, man who was supposed to
sympathize with the poor! It was

shocking! Certain papers were fllled

with lessons of tho Christian virtues
of humillty-an- charltyVas they ought
to be practised by a man of God. Fjr
a while the Cardinal' lot them howl-t- hen

startled them Into good behavior
by an open letter so powerful, so thor-

oughly to the point, so witty and with-

al to dignified that well, If tho stories
I heard at the time are true, it looked
as if they all wanted to kiss him!

So the Cardinal kept his motor car,

thus saving for his beloved poor over
ono thousand a year. Moreover, by re-

taining tbe sinful luxury, ho was en-

abled to call on any of his iirletts
when ho had a moment of leisure

Won Fame

States and tho nart that this country
played In tho great war. This lovo of
the United States may perhaps ba ex-

plained by the fact that tho On
dlnal's uncle, tho Very Uov. Adrian
J. Croquet, was for many years ono

of Mho pioneer Cathollo missionaries
of America. He camo to this country
In 1859 nnd went to Oregon, whero
for twenty-eig- ht years ho was lri
charge of tho missions of the Grand-rond- o

Reservation in that State.
As a young, man Cardinal Mercier

distinguished himself as nn educator
and an executive, as president of tha
Leo XIII. Seminary and of the I

of Philosophy at the Univer-
sity of Louvain. Thirty years ago Mgr.
Kenne, then rector of tho t'u'liollo
University In America at Washington,
tried to obtain his services for this
country, oven going so far ns to make
a personal appeal to tho Pope. Hut
so great was tho love of tho pcuple of
Belgium for him that tho Ponf felt
obliged to refuse tho request, nnd far-dln- al

Mercier remained at Lutnain.
In February, 1906, ho was ,i.iK.in-- l

Archbishop of "Mechlin, and on 1''

15, 1907, was creited a 'ordi-

nal, to succeed the lau i.rdlnal
Goose ns.

By his wise rule nnd Iovahif har-act- er

Cardinal Mercier endeared
to the people of Belgium and

when tho tlmo camo for Bcii'"" '

withstand the Initial hock
German Invasion his fearless n """le
toward the armies of Von Kim k "ai1

much to do with maintaining tir n h

and steadfnst morale of the Hi n
and with the united front wn " '

the people of that country ta- -i "hft

enemy. Ho was at Liego duri"P the

attack by the Germans, and whe
city was Captured went to M

and only quit that lty ,Pn ''"
Germnn bombardment made '! 'nn
untenable for any 0110 but soMn ' 119

then went to Antwerp, wliere '

malncd until Its fall.
Thereafter ho continued t dls. bare

the duties of his high offlcc l a'""5 v

guarding tho liberty of hl prli-- '
the Interests pt his people. imi d"'
for civilians arretted on trui'ii J "P
charges by tho German mil'' i. v nu"

therltlcs. and Sr. genera! -.n,

'self a veritable thorn In the d 'h lf

the invading Teuton Gruei"!-- At
every opportunity Cardinal M"'',r
exhorted his people to maintain ,h"lr
faith and their dcflanco of the "
and to look forward to the da: ,n
the armies of the Allies w iiri

and Belgium would ob b

free.
Cardinal Mercier made no effir' to

leave Antwerp when the German
entered the city, and the German iJov- -

(Continued on Following Pogs.)


